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Editors : Didier Chabaud, Florent Pratlong, Sylvain Baudet 

 

The local level is back, and resoundingly so. After the proliferation of findings about “local-

level divides” (Davezies, 2012, Guilluy, 2010), the diversity of local trajectories, marked by 

the difficulties of low-density areas (CGET, 2015), or even areas facing abandonment  

(INSEE, 2019), having to deal with the decline in jobs and the population, the time has come 

for reconquest and the pressing importance of mobilising around the local level. More than 

just focusing on the level of entrepreneurship in a given area, initiatives are being 

implemented to encourage an over-arching entrepreneurial dynamic, and even a local-level or 

place entrepreneurship.  

According to Baudet (2017), “local entrepreneurship is emerging and anchoring itself in a 

local ecosystem – a fertile ground where multi-stakeholder and multi-partner cooperation 

dynamics will be able to find the support and extract the resources they need to build and 

develop. This special report will be devoted to identifying the distinctive features and 

diversity of this local-level entrepreneurship, and understanding how an entrepreneurial 

dynamic develops in and for a given area (Henrion et alii, 2019). 

Players are converging to make the local level central to their actions, and more and more 

initiatives are coming about. 

The public players are using the tools available to them and instituting policies to support the 

creation of local dynamics: from the creation of the National Agency for Territorial Cohesion, 
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ANCT (2020), to the institution of multiple programmes aimed at recognising and 

encouraging action in medium-sized cities, rural areas and local-level manufacturing 

dynamics, the central powers are making rural, peripheral or low-density areas the focus of 

attention again. 

The local authorities are no less active. From the Regions to the local elected officials, the 

question of the “Mayor entrepreneur” (Nobile et alii, 2012) and, more broadly, about the 

strategic action of the local authorities is also in the fore (Audretsch, 2015). 

Above all, though, citizen organisations and companies are taking action in turn. Players are 

emerging on the ground, entrepreneurs anchored in their regions and “local-level businesses” 

aiming to promote the creation of local entrepreneurship dynamics, through collaborative 

innovation events (for example, local start-ups), as well as the development of local-level 

cooperation strategies. Lastly, citizens are not standing idle, and the emergence of community 

based entrepreneurship is worth noting (Gurău and Dana, 2019). 

The aim of this edition is to take stock of local-level entrepreneurship, by helping identify the 

endeavours and achievements in this area, in order to understand the levers for action, as well 

as the difficulties and pitfalls.  

The proposals will deal, in particular, with the following topics:  

- Local-level entrepreneurship: actions, initiatives and experiments 

- What are the scales of action? The State, local authorities, PTCE and social economy 

players, citizen actions. Is the mayor-entrepreneur supported or impeded? 

- The geographic places of entrepreneurship: town entrepreneurship and country 

entrepreneurship?  

- Priority urban districts,   

- Local-level enterprises 

- The construction of local-level entrepreneurship: which actors? which modalities? 

- Which forms of action: collaborative events, territorial start-ups, hackathons, third 

places,  

- Which ecosystems for local-level entrepreneurship 

 

The main dates to remember are :   

 1/10/2021: Submission of papers   

 1/12/2021: Feedback to authors   

 1/06/2022: Deadline for submission of revised papers  

 1/09/2022: Publication of the issue 



3 

 

References 

Audretsch, D. B. (2015), Everything in Its Place: Entrepreneurship and the Strategic 

Management of Cities, Regions, and States, Oxford University Press. 

Baudet S. (2017), accompagner l’essor d’un entrepreneuriat de territoire, Territoires 

Conseils, https://www.banquedesterritoires.fr/sites/default/files/2018-

11/Publication%20Accompagner%20l%27essor%20d%27un%20entrepreneuriat%20de%20te

rritoires.pdf  

 ousquet       arbat       erstraete     (        nfluence des pr f rences de l’entrepreneur 

sur la dynamique de l’ancrage territorial, Gestion 2000, 33 (2-3), 53-74.  

CGET (Commissariat général à l’ galit  des territoires), 2015, Innovation et territoires de 

faible densité,  http://lab-

innovation.cget.gouv.fr/sites/default/files/innovation_et_territoires_de_faible_densite_synthes

e.pdf.  

Chabaud, D., Maurand-Valet, A. (2016), Territoire, gouvernance et acteurs : 10 ans après les 

pôles de compétitivité, Gestion 2000, 33 (2-3), 5-14. 

Chevalier, C. (2016). Parier sur des mobilisations de territoire pour relancer des activités sur 

le bassin de Romans. Pour, 129, 183-190. 

Cohen, B., Muñoz, P. (2015), Toward a Theory of Purpose-Driven Urban Entrepreneurship, 

Organization & Environment, 28(3), 264-285. 

Davezies, L. (2012), La crise qui vient. La nouvelle fracture territoriale, Seuil. 

Davezies, L. (2021), L’Etat a toujours soutenu ses territoires, Seuil. 

Gléman, P., Richez-Battesti, N. (2018), De l’ conomie sociale et solidaire à l’entreprise 

sociale : entre tournant entrepreneurial et innovation. Une clé de lecture, Marché et 

organisations, 31, 13-19. 

Guilluy, C. (2010), Fractures françaises, François Bourin Editeur. 

Gurău  C., Dana, L.-P. (2018). Environmentally-driven community entrepreneurship: 

Mapping the link between natural environment, local community and entrepreneurship. 

Technological Forecasting and Social Change, 129, 221-231.  

Henrion, C., Brenet, P., Chabaud, D. (2019). Créer une dynamique de coopération 

entrepreneuriale dans un territoire de faible densit  : Le cas de la Petite Montagne dans le 

Jura. In GRH, RSE et emplois Vers de nouvelles approches inclusives, Vuibert, 173 196). 

INSEE (2019), Les façades atlantique et méditerranéenne conjuguent dynamisme de la 

population et de l’emploi  Insee première, n°1 752, 

https://www.insee.fr/fr/statistiques/4132761. 

https://www.banquedesterritoires.fr/sites/default/files/2018-11/Publication%20Accompagner%20l%27essor%20d%27un%20entrepreneuriat%20de%20territoires.pdf
https://www.banquedesterritoires.fr/sites/default/files/2018-11/Publication%20Accompagner%20l%27essor%20d%27un%20entrepreneuriat%20de%20territoires.pdf
https://www.banquedesterritoires.fr/sites/default/files/2018-11/Publication%20Accompagner%20l%27essor%20d%27un%20entrepreneuriat%20de%20territoires.pdf
http://lab-innovation.cget.gouv.fr/sites/default/files/innovation_et_territoires_de_faible_densite_synthese.pdf
http://lab-innovation.cget.gouv.fr/sites/default/files/innovation_et_territoires_de_faible_densite_synthese.pdf
http://lab-innovation.cget.gouv.fr/sites/default/files/innovation_et_territoires_de_faible_densite_synthese.pdf
https://www.insee.fr/fr/statistiques/4132761


4 

 

Korsgaard, S., Hunt, R. A., Townsend, D. M., & Ingstrup, M. B. (2020), COVID-19 and the 

importance of space in entrepreneurship research and policy, International Small Business 

Journal, 38(8), 697–710. 

Lesage, R., Geoffroy, F. (2018). Les événements collaboratifs au service du développement 

territorial. Entreprendre & Innover, 38(3), 42-51. 

Muñoz, P., & Kimmitt, J. (2019). Rural entrepreneurship in place: An integrated framework. 

Entrepreneurship and Regional Development, 31(9–10), 842–873. 

Nobile, D., Schmitt, C., & Husson, J. (2012), L’ lu-entrepreneur local, un entrepreneur 

comme les autres ? 11ème Congrès International Francophone en Entrepreneuriat et PME. 

Brest. https://hal.archives-ouvertes.fr/hal-03000322/document  

 

 Editorial line 

Entreprendre et Innover is a high-level vulgarisation journal in the field of entrepreneurship 

and innovation published by DeBoeck University. Its ambition is to make original, 

scientifically sound or innovative articles available to a readership of executives, 

entrepreneurs, professionals in business creation networks and business leaders. The journal is 

open to ALL disciplines and to ALL points of view interested in entrepreneurship and 

innovation. 

As this review is primarily aimed at practitioners, we are careful to ensure that the 

contributions are concerned with practical applications, business implications and/or 

policy recommendations. With this in mind, contributions should : 

 have a section making explicit reference to these concerns: the reader should 

always be able to say at the end of the reading: so what? how does this article help me 

to act or to improve my future actions? 

 adopt more concrete and operational language than is customary in academic 

journals: theory should not be absent but popularised, i.e. translated into simple terms. 

Abstract concepts should be made explicit and/or illustrated with practical examples. 

 

 

 not accumulate scientific references: The aim is to select a few reference authors 

useful for understanding the subject, not to show the completeness of the academic 

literature on the subject. Scientific references should be cited exclusively through 

footnotes. 

Detailed instructions to authors are available on the journal's website in the "How to 

contribute" section. It is imperative that you respect them when sending your submission. 

Please upload your submission on the journal's submission platform:  

https://eeti.manuscriptmanager.net 

https://hal.archives-ouvertes.fr/hal-03000322/document
https://eeti.manuscriptmanager.net/

